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Welcome to the Dearborn 

Street Book Festival! 
 

Southwest Florida is home to a burgeoning 

publishing industry, and the Dearborn Street 

Book Festival offers all a chance to 

experience the fruits of that industry. Authors 

of works ranging from memoirs to community 

histories to self-help guides and novels will be 

on hand. 
 

Area merchants have pitched in to create 

venues in which lectures on sundry aspects of 

the writing craft will  be offered by experts. 

Artists will be on hand, painting plein air, 

while dancers and musicians will entertain 

passersby. The Sarasota and Charlotte county 

libraries have been fantastic, and theyôll be 

represented. The ñWhat I Loveò competition 

offers a chance to win fame and money as 

well. I hope to see you historic Dearborn 

Street 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on February 20. 
 

For more information, call Diana Harris at 

474-5837. 

Love,  

Bookworm!  
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Contents  
Dearborn Street features talent in 

many art forms and writing is one of 

them! We welcome our local authors 

and their latest achievements. We 

hope Dearborn Street will be a 

welcome setting for our first book 
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10 a.m. 

ñWhat I Loveò Poetry And  

Prose Competition  

Round One  

Contestants: Bring a written copy of your 

poem or prose featuring the theme, ñWhat I Love,ò which  must 

be furnished to the registrar, along with contact information, on 

the day of the event. There is no fee for entering. Contestants 

have up to five minutes to recite their work. Prizes of $25, $50 

and $75 will be awarded for third through first place in two 

categories, poetry and prose. Two sessions, at 10 a.m. and 3 

p.m., will be held. The decisions of the judges, who include 

Book Festival Presenters Lorraine Ide, Richard Brobst and Steve 

Reilly, will be final. Winners will be announced following the 3 

p.m. second round. Winners do not have to be present. For 

information, call James at 740-3071.  

11 a.m. 

Elements of Essay Writing  

Steve Bauman 
A longtime columnist for the Charlotte 

Sun, Steve Baumann has an affinity for 

readers. His subjects range from former 

card dealers to local authors, and he writes 

his essays well enough that lessons are learned and ideas 

put forth. Baumann will discuss the essay as a tool for 

consolidating thoughts and making oneôs point. Baumann is 

an Englewood-based columnist and editorial writer, began 

working for the Sun in 2003 after 25 years as a reporter and 

editor  with the Rutland Herald in Rutland, Vt.  

111   

555   

222   
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11 a.m.  

Snap & Sizzle: How to Write 

a Self Help Book 

Inez Bracy  
Inez Bracy appears weekly on the 

Fox 4 ñMorning Blendò TV show as 

their expert Lifestyle Transitions 

Career Coach. She is the host of her own radio talk show; 

ñLiving Smart and Well,ò a columnist for Senior Stuff  and 

the Orlando Examiner, and the author of ñRejuvenate Your 

Life in 21 Days. Her workshop, ñSnap & Sizzle; How to 

Write a Self Help Bookò teaches the most important tools 

for writing transformative literature, such as how to do 

effective research and discover your why!  

 

Noon 

Poetry Basics and Forms Steve 

Reilly and Richard Brobst 
Richard Brobst, a popular singer and 

songwriter who owns The Guitar Store in 

Englewood, will join with published poet 

and Englewood Sun writer Steve Reilly to 

present an informal course in poetic 

license. Reilly lives in Englewood East and 

has been a staff writer for the Sun 

newspapers since 1990. He has published 

poetry in a number of literary periodicals. 

In the 1980s, he earned a master of fine 

arts degree from Wichita State University 

and earned a bachelor's degree with honors 

from Florida International University.  

222   

222   
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Noon  

Writing Family History As 

Literature  

Naomi Pringle 
Author Naomi Pringle bridged the gap 

between history and art in Gingaô Root 

Tea,  a novel that chronicles her 

ancestorsô journey from Jamaica to 

New York City during the 1920s. She 

discusses the awkward moments and untold joys of 

working with family members to tell their stories, along 

with the rigorous historical method used to research and 

document the past. 

 

 

1 p.m. 

Atlantis and South Florida: 

New Age Writing               

Priscilla Hurd  
Priscilla Hurd always had a dream of 

finding a lost civilization. She started 

this novel twenty-seven years ago and 

then put it aside in a worn brown 

folder. Her travels around the world, especially to the 

ancient sites at Knossos and Santorini (Thera), and her 

visits to the Far East and Middle East awakened her love of 

mythology, which led to her quest for Atlantis and the 

writing of ñThe 13th Goddess.ò Priscilla brings to her 

lectures an awareness of popular archeology and age-old 

harmonic influences still present in our lives.  

111   

222   
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1 p.m.  

Writing the Killer Novel  

Paul LaFleur  
P.D. LaFleur is the author of several 

novels, including Mill Town, 

published in 2008 by RGI Press. 

LaFleur is a graduate of UMass-

Boston where he studied poetry and 

drama. He has been a newspaper 

reporter, coffee house owner, and CEO of a financial 

service firm based in Boston. He is a frequent lecturer on 

fiction and serves as an instructor at the Lifelong Learning 

Institute at Edison College. His latest novel, Disturbing the 

Peace, was released in January, 2010. 

 

2 p.m. 

Childrenôs Story Hour 

Mary Lou Williams  
Mary Lou Williams, a professional 

storyteller, has the ability to span the 

generations and entertains both 

children and adults. She performs 

regularly at the Terracina Grand, the 

Chateau at Moorings Park, Fiddlers Creek, and other 

retirement communities in Southwest Florida. She has 

produced workshops at Michigan Avenue International 

Academy and Saint Francis Xavier elementary school in 

Fort Myers   

222   

111   
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2 p.m. 

 Compiling Your Life History  

Lorraine Ide  
Lorraine Ide began compiling family histories 

years ago in Venice, Florida, when she enrolled 

in a class at the Community Center for the 

Senior Friendship Group. In time she was asked 

to teach the course. She now teaches family 

history classes in Englewood. Ide has spent nearly 25 years 

teaching adults how to effectively write their family histories. 

Hundreds of students have benefited enormously from her 

instruction and guidance as they recorded their family histories 

and finally published their books of collected stories. 

 

3 p.m. 

 ñWhat I Loveò Poetry  

And Prose Competition,  

Round Two  

Contestants are asked to bring a written 

copy of their poem or prose featuring the 

theme, ñWhat I Love,ò which  must be furnished to the registrar, 

along with contact information, on the day of the event. There is 

no fee for entering. Contestants have up to five minutes to recite 

their work. Prizes of $25, $50 and $75 will be awarded for third 

through first place in two categories, poetry and prose. Two 

sessions, at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., will be held. The decisions of the 

judges, who include Book Festival Presenters Lorraine Ide, 

Richard Brobst and Steve Reilly, will be final. Winners will be 

announced following the 3 p.m. second round. Winners do not 

have to be present. For information, call James at 740-3071 up to 

and including the day of the event.  

  

111   

555   555   
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A History of West Dearborn 

Street 
By Diana Harris from her book, 

Englewood Lives 

 

1923 was an important year in Florida 

history. The construction of the Tamiami 

Trail began. When completed, it connected Tampa to 

Miami. All towns along the way wanted to be included on 

the new Tamiami Trail and Englewood was no exception.  

Englewood became an incorporated town in November 

of 1925. It included 13 square miles. Four miles of the 

town were located on the Gulf of Mexico, on Manasota 

Key, and eight miles were located around Lemon Bay on 

the mainland. Many subdivisions had been mapped.  

Much growth had taken place since the Nichols Brothers 

had filed the original plat map in 1896.  

One of the largest was the Chadwick Beach Subdivision 

on Manasota Key. Other subdivisions were Tyler & 

Darling, Bay Vista and Hygenia, which catered to movie 

people and theater stars.  

A National Memorial University was planned. This 

increased size qualified Englewood to be the second largest 

town in Sarasota County, therefore making it hard to 

exclude it from the Trail.  

The Tamiami Trail would come into Englewood on 

what was known locally as Old Englewood Road, the real 

name being Olive Street. It would follow W. Dearborn 

Street and exit via River Road. Englewood started 

formulating plans. The town would have six miles on the 

Trail and it was decided by the first mayor, Mr. John P. 

Rampe, and his town council to call those six miles 

Tamiami Boulevard. It would be 100 feet wide and marked 
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in three locations with twin stone pillars inscribed with 

features of Englewood.  

In 1928 the Tamiami Trail became reality. Everyone 

was very optimistic about the economic advantages the 

Tamiami Trail was going to bring to the communities along 

its route. To mark its opening, the governor of Florida 

along with a large entourage traveled in a motorcade the 

length of the new highway, stopping in all the towns on the 

Trail.  

When the governorôs motorcade arrived in Englewood it 

stopped, and speeches were given on the front porch of 

Zieglerôs Store which was located on W. Dearborn Street. 

The building, which was probably built in 1923, still stands 

and houses Old Englewood Hardware Store. The speech 

makers promised that day in 1928 that the Tamiami Trail 

would always go through Englewood.  

But the Florida Land Boom, which started about 1923, 

came to an end in 1928. The stock market crashed in 1929. 

The catastrophe ended the flow of tourists and prospective 

land buyers. The good times came to a screeching halt and 

earlier promises made by politicians were soon forgotten.  

The Great Depression forced tighter budgets and it 

wasnôt economical for the highway to make a loop through 

Englewood. A straight line from Venice through what is 

today North Port made more sense.  

ñThe Little City at the Turn of the Trail,ò as Englewood 

was known for a short while, lost its prominent spot on the 

highway, never to be regained. But for an exciting moment, 

W. Dearborn St., Englewoodôs main commercial area, was 

a part of the historic Tamiami Trail.  

Today historic W. Dearborn Street remains an active and 

lively commercial street containing galleries, boutiques, 

and restaurants  
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Our Great Sponsors Include:  

425 W. Dearborn Street Englewood, FL 34223 
941-473-2300 


